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by indicating the Maid's martytdom in an obscure,
badly painted picture, instead of giving a realistic
representation of her agonies* Presumably, the
worthy abb6 thought they should have run the
risk of sacrificing an actress by way of burnt-
offering for the success of his miserable play.
In the old days, great care had to be taken
in the handling of dummies (when they were
handled), as the slightest mischance was apt to
turn a serious situation into farce. Owing to a
momentary and quite unusual act of carelessness
on her part, the divine Siddons once had a
painful experience of the sort. This happened at
Drury Lane on December 29, 1798, the first
night of Boadcn's play, Aurdio and Miranda. In
the fifth act of the piece there was a dungeon
scene in which Miranda (otherwise Mrs Siddons)
gains access to Agnes (otherwise Mrs Powell)
and carries off her new-born child. Throughout
the evening the play had been going none too
well, and at this juncture there were some audible
indications of disapproval which so upset Mrs
Siddons's equanimity that she hastened to leave
the stage, and, in her hurry, struck the wooden
infant in her arms so violently against the pro-
scenium door that its head came off and went
rolling across the stage. To make matters worse,